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The overflowing energy of Mr. ROOSE-
weLT, tampered by the mature wisdom
of the Senata (a condition never absent |
from the minds of tha framers of the
Constitution), cannot fail to guide us
along lines of sobristy and safety When
our axcellent Chiel Magistrate is right
he has no warmer admirer, no stancher
henchman than THe Sty.,  He is for the
most part right, always 8o by intention;

but his most intemperate worshippers
must admit that the impetuosity of youth
gometimes gots the upper hand of his |
native judgment. It i on these occa- |
giona, and only on these, that THE SUN |
has felt an admonitory impulse and has |
given expression to it in words of tem- i
perate and suava reproof. [

Mr. RooseviLT is alwavs wisdom itself
when he permita himself to take time |
enough, and ha must surely see that the &
late action of the Senate is the best thing |
that could possibly have happened tl)f
him or to the country., For some time ;
he has manifested a brilliant and even |
fascinating tendency, the very pictur-
esqueness of which was thrilling to a |
mind which, like his, ean but ill brook
the commonplace in either life or office.
A moderate refloction must oconvince
him that a check to this tendency, which
in the nature of things he could not him- ’
golf administer, was as necessary as it
was salutary

The whole country is grateful for what
has occurred. It feels relieved and re-
assured. Its conlidence in Mr. ROOBE-
vELT {3 not only unabated but is vastly
enhanced, and the reason that this is so
is that it appreciates the wholly admir-
able and manly temper in which he has
taken the action of the Senate. A weaker
and less masterly President might have
it and have proceeded to the

resented
excess of a seeming or real retaliation.
Mr. Rooseveur has done nothing of the
kind; his bearing is that of the young
TELEMACHUS receiving with mingled
dignity and filial affection the admoni-
tions of MENTOR.

So may we fare for four years mors
and our President grow In wisdom and
every day fortify himself in tho affec-
tions of the nation!

The Alwarys Engaging Woman Ques=
tion.

The many letters on woman suffrage
which we are now receiving from woinen |
would seem to suggest that there is a |
revival of feminine interest in that ques-
tion. Actually, however, thers is prob-
ably now less public interest in it, among
both men and women, than there was a
generation ago.

In that period there has been some-
thing approaching a complete revolu-
tion so far as concerns the rights and
gsctivities of women.  As a correspondent
remarked in T SuN the other day, the
women of the society called [ashionable
llﬂ\‘(‘ been bre »2:.:};: lar more conspicu-
ously before the publiec. When about a
generation ago our newspapers began
to enteriainments, of
which women then and are still
the chief figures, they pushed American
women into the same light of publicity
in which their sisters of the aristoctacies
of Europe had always lived. At first,
there was something of an outery against |
the innovation, more or less genuine, as

report privais

wore

an interfercnco with peculiarly private |

and domestic affairs. It was raised by
men rather than women, for manifestly
the publicity was not ungrateful to the
women concerned.  Now the reporting
of such functions is expected and de-
sired, if not provoked, by those giving
them, though at the moment in a very
limited section of the circle of fashion
there is said to be an effort to create
a revulsion from such publicity, If,
however, the names of these ostensibly
retiring characters should be
from newspaper reports of
of fashionable prominence it would
soon be demonstrated that their modesty
1s an affectation.

One of the strongest forces in bring-

ing about the soc.al distinction most
desired by that circle has been the
publicity given to its doings and the

members of it, The phrase, “the 400,
crined by a self-appointed but readily
accepted social driun major, singled it
out for special celebration at home and
abroad and kindled ambitions to enter
which have brought in many
In truth, its vi-

118 TAnks

pre

tality has com¢

mising recrids

| associations to concentrate their influ-

| women opponents.

| women controversialista would bs on

| They have emerged from the seclusion

| of domesticity into the broadest light of | Gen
¢ Len.
' published the world will have a work

| They are to

| to stop buying oil in Kansas and that
| those from whom it had been buying

| by the

' show them up.
I 01l business, show them up.
| are any in the railroad business, show
| them
| life, show them up, and spare none.

omitted |
functions |

‘ known?
\
\
]

from publicity or has

are the newer States of Wyoming, Colo-
rado, Utah and Idaho, and even in them |
feminine sentiment does not seem to be
united earnestlyv in its favor.

So great {3 the opposition of women
to such suffrage that they have formed

ence against it. Whenever a proposal
to grant political equality to women I8
made in a State Legislature ita women
advocates are counteracted and out-
numbered by stout and even passionate
Whenever we admit
to THE SoN a letter from a woman in
behalf of woman suffrage we get 80 many
letters from women protesting against
the innovation that we regret having
allowed the controversy to start. We are
going through that experience now. If
we gave full liberty to the discussion it
would fill columns of our space con-
tinuously, and the great majority of tha

the side of the opposition.

To-day we print three letters on the
subject, selected from many received,
most of them in opposition, but we give
to the affirmative the advantage by
printing two on that side. It would be
useless to continue the controversy, for
it 18 over a queation in which thera is
comparatively little interest among men,
or women either, Woman suffrage is
now even less a question of practical
politics than it was a generation ago, and
it will never enter into politics as a con-
siderable issue till the time comes, if it
ever comes, when women themselves
are united in asking for the suffrage.
Who would be free, themselves must
strike the blow; but the vast majority
of women refuse to strike the blow, go
far as concerns equality with men in the
suffirage.

Elsewhere, however, they are assert-
ing their freedom in every department
of social activity, from the drawing room
and the ballroom of fashion to the shop
and the factory of the world of industry.

publicity. A physician who wrote to
us the other day thinks the consequences |
are bad, so far at least as concerns the
women of fashionable society; but
obviously the movement of women
toward the brightest blaze of that light
will continue at an accelerated pace,
Will it finally force them into the sphera
of politics and make them there as promi-
nent and forceful factors as they are
now in purely social life and in the world |
of professional and industrial activity? |
Our medical correspondent lamented
that already they have suffered
terioration so far as concerns the best |
gracea of womanhood, both spiritual |
and physical, and it will be seen that
Mra. CorBiN, in her letter to-day, ex-
presses the same oplnion. So far as wa
are concerned, however, we discern no
such deterioration, but rather observe a
mora perfect flowering of beautiful
womanhood.

de-

On the Trall of the Oil Company.

There is to be an official investigation
of the Standard Oil Company. Miss
TarBELL'S dignified analysis of its in-
iquities and Mr. LAWSON'S pyrotechnio
verbosity have not served to stale its
intinite variety. The sleuth hounds
of the Bureau of Corporations are to be
got on its trail, hotfooted and relentless,
to lay bare to the public that with which
the public has long been entirely familiar,
“begin at once and go to

the bottom.”

This work will probably draw on the
public treasury for more than $100,000.
It will be found that the Standard Oil
Company has secured control of the
market by buying out, squeezing out
and freezing out its competitors. It
will be found that the company saw fit

were lozers by the suspension of thueir
salns. Tt will ba found that the company
can pay any fine that may be imposed
upon it, or the cos® of any suit that may
be brought against it, by making the |
public pay a cent or two a gallon more for
its oil. Among other discoveries it may
also be learned that while individuals by
the score, by the hundred, perhaps by
the thousand, have been injured in purse |
commercial methods pursued
by the company, other thousands have
found well paid employment through
its operations and millions have bought
burning oil at prices which are far from
extortionate and which are less than
half the prices paid a few years ago

By all means let all rascals be shown
up. If thereare any in the beef business,
If there are any in the
If there

up. If there are any in official

What is the publio most likely to get
as a result of the expenditure of more
than $100,000 and the revelation of that
which is already well and generally
Verily, it may get a good, hard,
healthy run for its money.

A British Daron’s Son's Enlistment |

In Our Army.

The discovery that a missing son and

heir of a British Peer had enlisted in our |

army is particularly interesting and sug-
gestive at this time, when there is so

much discussion concerning the large |

percentage of desertions from both the
army and the navy.
The enlistment in our army of a for-

depended on 2-alfied » @ s @@ et S pigner of education and of social culti-

society and in all society of fashjon, in
this country more especially, women are
the leaders and the law givers, it is they
chiefly who have been made prominent
before thy public

Meanwhile, women have gained all the

public and legal rights for which the early

leaders (o the organized movement for
their emancipation from the restraints
on them then imposed by civilization
contended, with the sole exception of
the suffrage. They are admitted to col-

leges and universities, no department of

trade and industrial or professional activ-

ity is closed against them, and long be-
fore this they would have been admitted
to full political equality withmen if they,
or the great majority of them, had not
resisted that final innovation. In only
four States of the Union have women
Leen granted the full suffrage, and theso {

vation, however, is by no means an
extraordinary event. When our civil
| war was in progress many foreigners
| of that sort and of military experience
came to tids country with the expecta-

{ according to their knowledge,

under whom they serve, and generally,
in both the army and the navy, the
distinction between officers mnd men in
thoso respects is notiso broad as many

| people imagine.

Our system of officaring ghe two ser-
vices is on the whole demowratio. The
appointmenta of cadets for the Military
and Naval Academies—outside of those
“at large,” conferred by the President,
usually from among the sons of men
who have rendersd conspiouous military
service to the Union —are made by each
Senator and Representative in Congress,
and the custom of selectbog these
by competitive examipations now pre-
vails largely. It happens, therofors,
that a great part of the offfcers come
from the “plain people.” In the army,
too, arsa many officers who have risen
from the ranks.

Under the appremtice system of the
navy, introduced for the pugpose of im-
proving the quality of tho enlisted ser-
vice, by which minors between 15 and
17 years of age were enlisted until at-
taining their majority, many boys of
excellent antecedents were brought in;
but it has been found by experience that
very fow have reenlistedl on coming of
age, and the large expenditure of the
Government on their naval training
soems not to have been justified iv the
results, That is, the experiment has
not been successful. Our corraspond-
ants among the enlistad men, however,
who have contended thatithe wardroom
does not by any means contain all the
aducation and refinement on board a

| ship of our navy have facts to sustain

their assertion,

Among the enlistad men, of our Army
the Hon. ARTHUR REGINALD FRENOH
will find comrades who are fully his
equals in education and conventional so-
cial refinement.

In the Grosvenor Gallery.

If ever tha complete confessions of
that great and good Ohio statesman
(CHARLES HENRY GROBVENOR are

full of humor, self-revelation and Con-
gressional psychology. A slice of those
deloctable memoirs i8 in the Congres-
sional Record of Feb, 16, 8o long has it
taken the Athenlan sage to smoothe
and burnish his railroad rate bill spsech
mada in the House, Feb. 8,

Rich is this characteristio apprecia-

| tion of the (irosvenorian elastio cushion

political game:
“ 1 had occasion something ke & year ago %0

| defend the Presldent of the Unlted States against

assauits upon him by the Damooratio minority, and
among other things which fell to my lot was to de-
fend bim against assaults I myself had made upon
him.” [Laughter aud applause.)

Excellent opportunism. One thinks of
that ingenuous French officer who,
starnly called to account by Secretary
of War Kxox, whom he had asked for
an office, for having abused WASHINGTON
scandalously, said: "0, I meant noth-
ing: I thought it was popular.®

Onea more picture for the Groevenor
Gallery. After praieing the railroads,
admitting that the railroad rate bill
amounts to a proposition “to seize $12,~
000,000,000 worth of property to-day han-
dled and managed to the tremendous
advantage of the peopls of the United
States," and make that property subject
to the caprices of politics; after admitting
that when vou take away the right to
fix prices yon leave only a nominal
ownership; after predicting that Gov-
ernment control of coal mines and Gov-

ernment regulation of the price of labor |

will be the next steps, Gen. GROSVENOR
right-about-faced gayly and closed with-
out a grin or a wink:

* And now comes the pertinent question. [ am
asked, * If all this be true, why do you vote for the
bill 2* 1 voted for the bill to repeal the canteen law
1 belleved at the time thal It was an unwise vote.
! know It now. [ did It because there was such a
publie clamor that the people would take nothing
1ess. The Populistic idea that the people should
own the raliroads and that private ownersilp in a
raliroad s & myih i4 being fostered and promoted
in this country to an extent that )8 astonlshing, and
the people have been taught to believe that the
raliroad management of the couniry Is In enmity
to thelr Interssts, and after a long study of this sub-
frct by the able committee that produced this blll
1 am not willing to put my own Judgment up against
the judgment of that committee when the action of
that commitiee seams to be demanded by such a
popular clamor in the country. I do not stop to
discuss how that clamor arose. 1 do not stop,to
discuss that during the mighty campalign of 1004
1 never heand the subject hroached. 1 do not stop
to discuss the phonomena of this popular uprising,
but I bhow to the apparent demand that something
mnst be done, and 1 am trying to do the best [ can,

= A5 a lover of my country and a3 A friend of the
common people | pray that good may come from
the passage of this blll, 1f 1t does, the men who
have projected it shall have the honor. If it does
not and evil resulta they shall have the assurance,
s0 far as my voles goes, that they have boneatly
done the best they could.”

(ien. GROSVENOR is franker than most
of his colleagues. They, too, belong in
tha Grosvenor Gallery. They vote not
their
belief, their best judgment, their con-
geience, but according to their under-
standing, often their misunderstanding,
of what the people want.

What a compliment to pay to the pao-
pla, to think and say in effect: “This is a
{ool bill, but tha people favor it,”

Automoblile Manslaughter,
Senator THOMAS FRANCIS GRADY'S bill,

introduocel in the Albany Legislature last
weelk, for the regulation of automobiles

| would make the driver who exceeded

tion of getting commisaions in the army,
- )

and the instances where, failing to get
| such a commission, they enlisted
private soldiers were not fow. Since
! then and up to the present there has
| probably never been a time when in
| the enlisted ranks there have not been
foreigners of education belonging to

as |

families of more or less social distinction |

in their own countries.
listed men of the army are also Ameri-
cans of a similar character as regards
their social antecedents

In the navy also thers may be found

enlisted men who in education and re-

finement are on a level with the officers |

Among the en- |

the legal rate of speed and while doing
ap killed a person liable to prosscution
and punishment for manslaughter in the
second degrea. The punishment for
manslaughter in the second degree may
be imprisonment for fifteen years or a
fine of $1,000, or both. Unquestionably
the enactment of a law providing severe
penalties for reckless automobilists
would he approved by the public. Sev-
eral recent incidents have shown that
there is a class of car operators who have
no ragard for the laws, the rules of the
road or the ordinary decencies of life.
It was one of this class who, after his
machine had struck and injured se-
verely an old man in one of the highwavs
in The Bronx last fall, wrapped the vic-
tim in a blanket and left him unconacions
by the roadside, running away from the
scene of the accident to avoid its conse-
quences. There have been a number of

oases in which the evidence showsd that
operators responsible for colllslons were
intoxioated and entirely unfit to hold the
wheel. The number of lawbreaking
automobila ownera iz declared to be a
small fraction of those who use cars,
but they are sufficiently numerous to
warrant drastie legislation for thelr pun-
ishment and suppression.

The oonviotion and {mprisonment for
long terms of a few automobilists gnilty
of running their machins; at dangerous
rates of spead would have a wholesome
effeot. For killing a man the penalty
imposed on a ohauffeur should not be
lees severs than that inflioted on any
individual whose reocklassnesa causes
tho death of another.

Does not the Presidant regrei that the
mathematioa! mind of the Hon. Evnisvu
RooT I8 no longer at his sarvice to defend
the infinitesimal recess theory against the
aspersions of BPOONER?

Twice within six months the residents of
Long Island towns have been worked up
to a point of indignation at which they were
reedy to taks the law into their own bands
and infliot summary punishment upon
negro lawbreakers. In each case the au-
thorities were able to protect their prison-
ers and save their lives. If it had not been
for the prompt and decisive measures
adopted yesterday by the Oyster Bay con-
stables & negro might have failed to get a
“square deal” under the very eaves of the
Hon. TaropoRs ROOSBVELT'S home.

For Holldays Always on Saturday.

To rak Eprror or THR Sux—Sir: Tha men
and the deeds celobrated by our holidays are
well worthy of tha time given to them, and the
education and {napiration of genins that thoss
coremonies and themes afford, should ever
abound.

As these arn facts of grand carsers and
achlevemanta mere days for such ocommem-
oration are unimportant.

Days should be sarclected that are most
sultabls and that most nearly oconserve the
employed and business interssts, disturbing
thelr economy and the convenience of the
publio to the laast extent.

All our public holidays should ba célabrated
on Saturdays. The following day being
Bunday, the weckly public holiday of reat,
religion and recreation, muakes the hollday
preceding it the more useful and enjoyable
and does not break Into the following busi-
ness week as Monday holidays do, to the dis-
advantage of labor and business alike,

All religlous days and birthdays of great
men may be celebrated by the ceremonials
and functions that please those Interested
and on the very days they desire, but in no
way requirs the setting aside of public days
such a8 we wish to provide for our great
national charactars and events, which form
in an educational sense the landmarks of
history.

Many favor the sclection of a day In Auguat
for President Day, taking tho place as a
public holiday of Washington's, Lincoln's
and MoKinley's birthdays as now ocalebrated
However, it might not pleasa all to have loss
holldays Tl.etus have them better distributed
throughout the year and thus made more
enjoyabla and popular.

On this plan ws should have our holidays
celebrated as follows
New Year............ First Saturday !n January.
McHinley ..Last Saturday In January.
Lincoln. ... ..Second Saturday in February,
Washington. ... Last Saturday In February.
Decoration.... .. Last Saturday in May.
Independence. JFirst Saturday in July.
Presldent ... Second Saturday In August,
Labor Day... .Flrst Saturday In September,
Electlon Day ...v.. .. . First Saturday In November,
Thanksglving ...Last Saturday lo November,
Christmas........... . Last Saturday In December,

This plan would be a boon to laber, manu-~
facturing and business Interests and, I bei'sve,
a8 great advantages to all.

New YoRrg, Feb, 17,

H. W. Foore.

Gen. Lew Wallace at the Ueginning of Fis
Milltary Career.

To THE Eprror or THR SUN~Sir: The passing
of Gen, Lew Wallace brings to mind an lncident
In nis expenienon o military affalrs that did not
glve any (ntl:nation of his subs-quent distinction
clther as o mliltary ohleftaln, or as an autyor,

1o 1850 at Lafayette, Ind., there was a mllitary
encampment of several mllitla companles from
Indiana and Kentuoky. Gon. Simon Bollvar Buck -
ner was commpandant, and Mr. Lew Wallaoe, First
Lieutenant of a Crawfordsville organization, was
appointed Adjutant. At the Orst guard mounting,
a new experionos for Mr. Wallace, he got mixed up
somewhat, having the sergeanis, ocorporals and
privates of the guard all In one rauk, without regard
to relatlve positlons. Gen, Buckner who
looking on with evident dissatisfaction, sald to me
“Captain, kindly go over and show Mr, Waiiace
how %o mount guard; be knows absolutely notuing
about it, although he has & copy of tho Army
Hegulations In bis hands.”

A tew years ago Uen. Wallaos was at the Waldor!-
Astoria, and Gen. Buckner at the Fifth Avenue, and
1brought themn togrther, “Wallace,” sald Buckner,
In the course of conversation, “your military his-
wry and mine weres somewhat diferent, Your drst
experience at Lafayette, Ind., was a fallure deeld-
edly, but you learned something during the war,
and ended In a blaze of glory, wille 1 graduated at
the Muitary Academy, and well—you know the
tinale—allow me to ring the bell.”

PRLRAM MANOR, Feb. 10, VETERAN,

Inconsistenoy In the Courts.

To TR Eprron o THR Sux—Sir; A geatleman
while walting for a party of friends at Weber's
Musio Hall on Broadway on the evenlng of Feb, 15
lghted & olgarette, and, without expeotorating in
any sense of the word, blew some loose tobacco
from the cigareite out of his mouth. He was Im-
mediately arrested, llke any common thlef or plek-
pooket, and hustled off to the Tenderioln police
statlon. There, after he had been searched, his
pedigree taken and the formal charge agalnst hlia
read, he was locked up In a cell so Uity that 1t can
be called nothing but a disgrace to a olvillized olty.

He was not luformed as to what ball would be
sccepted for about aa hour, whena friend managed
to (nd out that $10 would liberats tue prisoner,
The ball was produced and the prisoner reicased
with orders to appear at 880 o'clock the next morn-
lng at the Jeflerson Market court, Tuhen he was
fined $2. The Magistrale accepted the word of a
pollceman. [ notloed while my friend was walllng
in the Jefferson Market court four distlnct viola-
tlons of this anu-epitting law whlch occurred
benilnd the ralling In that court, the off*nders not
belog prisoners, but elther lawyers or court officers,

NEWARK, Feb. 17, T
Commodore Barry's Wives,
To T™an Eprron or Tur Sun--Sir: In to-day's
issue of Tum Sux Daplel Kelley says: “1His

(Barry's) rémalns repose beglde those of his see-

ond wife™ =this second wife waa of dwedlsu descent,”

and“she dled before Barry.” Barry's first wife, Burns

or Cleary, died Feb. 9, 177-, On July 7, 1777, he

marriel Saran Austn, wke dled on Nov. 13, 1831,

At the age of 77, PATRICK l'omrp, Jr,
Naw Yorx, Feb, 17,

Porto Hice's Finest.
From he annual report of Governor W, H. Hunt
Order prevalls throughout the Islaad, Never,
sinos clvil governiment was establiabed, bas there
been a call for the military forces, We have relled
upon the Porto Rican Insular polloa, which ls well
aUlo 10 meet any situation that may arise.

Reocord Year for Trade Marks
From (he Trade Mark Record.
Aoccording to the latest report of the Commiasioner
of Patenia, 3,448 trade marks, prinis and labels were
registered in the Patent OMce during 1w3,  This is
the largest Issue of certificates of reglstration in the
history of she oMoe.

Iavitation te Walk Slow.
From the Alchison Globe.

Tom Cerbin died near Rushville the other day,
and obe of the nelghbors was looking for pallbearers.
He went 0 Ben Stuart and sald:  “Ben, how would
you like 10 walk slow betilnd Tom Corbin®™

Comfort,
In Aifty years from present date,
If you are still alive,
You then can sii and brag aboul
Tue oold of 1003,

<, oo
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, caprice of Venezuela, and therafore an un-
| improved routa, it would be imposaible

! tion by millitary Powars from aoross the

was |

| and the nearest South American rivers or

| too, for the peopla by their approval have

IMPORTANCE OF THE ORINO0O0O.

United States Control Essential to Maln.
tennneoe of Monroe Declirine,

An eleotrio launch, carrying a small party
of explorers up the Parana River from
Buenos Ayres to Corrientes, can prooeed
dus north from the latter Argentine town
through the geographical centre of South
America to Mandos, on the Amazon; thenoe
via the Negro, Cassiquiare and Orinooo
rivars to the Venezuelan coast; over the
Amearican Maditerranean (the Caribbean
Hea and the Gulf of Maxioco) to New Orleans,
and so up the Mississippl and Missouri to
the head of navigation, the explorem bring-
ing to the peopls of the Mississippi Valley
specimens of the products of the little
known Jands in the interior of the southern
continent—bringing stories of adventure,
stirring accounts of experiencs and ob-
servation there, bringing real information
for the first tirne home to nearly every one.

The boat, it 18 true, must be constructed
In such a manner that it may be carried
around obstructions to navigation, since
a portage between the Amazon and La
Plata river systems and oertain rapids in
the Orinoco and Negro must be anticipated.
And, becausa there ia not at preaent a good,
unbroken inland through route for larger
vessels between the Caribbean S8ea and the
sstuary of the River Plate, the achievement
thus suggestsd may appear at first sight to
be of great scientific interest rather than of
great practical value.

I shall try to prove in this article that the
Orinoco link in the chain of waterways
between our Northwest and the remote
Boutheast of South America has a value
which it would be shear folly to overlook.
Let us ses what consequencea flow from
the fact that this long voyage by river
ways can be made in a specially designed
boat, even under existing conditions.

And, first, the bare suggestion of such a
voyage stirs our imagination so that wa
shall see that it is time to stop thinking only
of the unessential, the people, when we
think of Venazuela. It is time to begin to
realize the essential, the river. L

Venaezuela is a country of miscreanta?

Say, rather, that it is the country of the
Orinoco—for our national development
in the near future more essential than any
other river beyond our own boundaries,
The miscreants are few--merely the In-
solant minority in a population averaging
less than four persons to the square mile.
The land is vast—so vast that, when the
oourt of arbitration in 1809 awarded to
Ureat Britain & slice of its territory which
was larger than the State of New York the
transfer of ownership attracted little at-
sention,

The oontrol of navigation on the Missis-
aippi River did not seem worthless to our
anoestors, though miscreants not a few
dwelt In the Mississippi Valley. But the
aystems of rivers to which the mouths of
the Orinoco give acocess—-to which the
Orinooo is our gateway and near approach
—are equal to four or five Mississippis.

When Columbus sailed past the mouths
of the Orinoco he reasoned that such a
torrent proved the existence of a land mass
of continental dimensions. Humboldt,
mors than three hundred years afterwarnd,
found that the Orinoco was joined to an |
aflluent of the Amazon. The pecple of the |
United States, preocoupied with great
enterprises elsewhere, let another century
go by without taking the troubls to realize
that the propinquity of the Orinoco, and no
other circumstanoe whataver, would en-
able them to make good their claim of pre-
dominanos in the Western Hemisphers;
that unless their footing in Venezuela
should be assured, and peaoceful conditions
establishad so that, by way of the Orinooco,
a practicable north and south route for
ordinary rivar ateamboats could be made
through the heart of the ocontinent, the
entire eastern and central regions of South
America would inevitably become ocom-
merolal and political dependencies of Eu-
rope.

(ar people did not know or care to know
(until the time came, as it has at last come,
for knowing and caring) that so long as
the Orinoco should remain subject to the

for the United States to prevent the aoquisie

seas of a oontrol in all the region beyond
(practically the entire continent except the
ocoast strips west of the Andes and north
of the equator), which would in effect be
equal to territorial aggrandizement on an
enormous scale—in other words, impossible |
to enforoe the Monroa Doctrine as laid
down by President Roosevelt in his speech
at Chicago, April 2, 1003.

But we begin to see that tha President
spoke like a prophet. He epoke as a leader,

made his words their own.

Now as to the Argentina-Venezuela and
Loulsiana-Minneaota route.

A continent being at stake, mere geog-
raphy becomea interesting., I need not ask
thie reader's patience for repeating familiar
things, sinoa it i3 perfectly plain that we
are simply running across them to reach,
as quickly as possible, a wholly new point
of view.

The salling distanoe from Pernambuoo,
Brazil, to some of the coast citics nf wost-
ern Furope {a leas than to New York. Be-
sides, the superior facilities for transporta-
tion between Europe and the eastern and
southeastorn coasts of South America are
steadily increasing the advantage of our
rivals. Boutheastern America, for all pur-
poses of soocial intercourse, including nearly
every kind of Intimate assoclation which,
with the lapse of time, inevitably binds
nations together, can be reached muoh more
easily from Europe than from the great
centres of population in the United States.
Moroover, such inducements are offered
to colonists from Europe that Argentina, for
example, in 1001, was reenforoed by three
times a8 many {mmigrants in proportion
to the total number of inhabitants as the
United States. A large part of the south-
eastarn ooast receives from Europe ideas,
manners, fashions, culture, immigrants.

Now, within the coast region most sub-
jeot to European influenoes are the mouths
of four great rivers, natural avenuea of
internal transportation and communica-
tion plercing the oontinent. Only the fifth
and last great river, which can be called
an avenue in the same sense, the Orinocco,
is comparatively near to our ports. But
the advantage for us in this case {8 enor-
mous. From New York or New Orleans
to the mouths of the Orinoco thesalling
distanco is only one-half as great as the
distance between waostern European ports

important harbors.

In the vast central regions precocious
streams, endowed almost from the start
with the volume that alaewhere character-
izes full grown rivers, run side by side in
opposite directions, approaching sach other
80 nearly that they furnish a choioe of al-
most ocontinuous waterways between the
far south and the north ooast. As all
know, the rainfall is one of the trustworthy
things in the central part of South America.
Wherever canalization is required, engi-
noers will find that there is available for the
purposes an inexhaustible supply of water

which can be directed into the best natural
channels, for the development of that mode ]
of transportation in respect

Amarica above the troplo of Capricorn
oan be mads to excel all other inland re-
glons, whether of the Western Hemisphers
or the Eastern. This applies equally to the
upper Paraguay and Parana, and to the
country north of the Amason, where im-
portant works are required at several points,
as I bave sald before.

SENTOH-MAP OF SBOUTH AMERICAN RIVERS.
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There is no reason to doubt that, on com-
plation of the labors of the engineers, river
steamers of large size oould follow the
oourse of the launch described at the be-
ginning of this article, besides penetrating
nearly all other partd of the continent.

"The Argentina-Venezuela and Louislana-
Minnesota route in theory changes the po-
aition of the United States in relation to the
southeastern continent, removing the dis-
advantage and inferiority to which I have
referred. Supposs we put aside for the
moment all thought of the political and
commercial significance of the opening
of a gateway so splendid and so near at
hand. Consider now, instead, the con-
venience of the route for solentifio explora-
tion. Remember that some of the most
recent contributions to the world's knowl-
edge of fluvial highways in South America
have been made by the committee con-
atituted in 1901 by the Peruvian Government
to propose and organize exploring expe-
ditions; by the Austrian expedition in east-
ern Brazil; by the expedition to Caupolican,
Bolivia, in 1901-1902, which was despatched
by 8ir Martin Conway; and, a few years
earlier, by Rafael Reyes, now President
of Colombia. Buch scrapwork, utterly in-
adequate in view of the importance and
magnitude of the fiald to be investigated,
cannot be called ridiculous, sincs it has
brought out rather fine examples of gal-
lant endeavor, But think how systemati-
cally, steadily, rapidly our exploring ex-
peditions sailing in through the Orinooo
would reach the eastern alopes of the Andes,
par excellence the prohibitive wall of the
world, and search the fertile desert between
that wall and the Atlantioc!

The explorers will discover that the terri-
tory drained by the Amazon system, as
well as the Gran Chaco and other enormous
districts watered by La Plata's affluents,
do not constitute a poisonous and ever
negligible waste, but In very truth the
largest area in the world still unsubdusd
to man's uses, though so plainly offering
itself to human industry.

Tha rest of our people, without budging
from home, will discover that the Orinooo,
as an outlet for the products of South Amar-
jca, is quite as near to our porta as we could
desira.  This fact gives a different meaning
to the circumstance that, through those
other continental gateways, the Amazon,
Tocartins and La Plata estuaries, the in-
terior region may be easily reached by
colonista from overcrowded Europe.

Tha President's sayving—his large claim
of American predominance—will be war-
ranted by tha actual situation when we
secure from Venezuela perpetual and large
privileges touching the navigation of Vene-
zuela's river; not before.

Tha Panama Canal is not enough.

Will the opening of the Isthmian canal
alone produce such results? Most em-
phatically, no; that will bring our coasts
nearer to the western coast—the wrong
gide of the Andean wall. Let us realize
the comparatively narrow limits of the
zone in which a radical change, amounting
to a reversal of existing unfavorable con-
ditions and tendencies, can be expected
to ocour as a consequence of opening the
Isthmian canal. We shall sea that thers is
no ground for the belief that the cutting of
the Panama Canal will result in enormous
gain for the commerce of the United States
with the remoter part (the main part, as
we have just notioed) of the southern con-
tinent,

It is 80 easy to deceive our peopls in re-
gard to South American matters. Wit
neas the pernicious and utterly indefenaible
viaw they are encouraged to take by a
publication of the Bureau of Statistios,
Treasury Department of ths United States,
entitled “American Commeroa® (1899). Our
guileless merchants are given to under-
stand that, after the completion of the canal
and of the railway line between Valparaiso
and Buenos Ayres, goods from the Eastern
and Southern ports of the United States
would find a direct route through the Isth-
mus, along the western coast of Souih
America, and by rail through Chile to Ar-
gentina, Uruguay and the best section of
Brazil.

The meaning i{s that American manu-
facturers will thus be placed on an equal
or nearly equal footing with their foreign
competitors in those markets. The facts
are that the railway line so pleasantly
mentioned is in part a narrow gauge road
planned to oross the Apdes at a height of
10,500 feet above sea level. And even if
this could be regarded as a practicable
short cut for cheapening freights, our many-
facturers should still ba warned that a
greater distance In actual miles separates
them from the markets mentioned than
intarvenes between the SBouth American
consignee and the European shipper. For
example, the total length of the proposed
route, via the Isthmian canal, Valparaliso
and the Trans-Andine Railway, to the
nearest distributing point for the eastern
coast, will be at least 5,500 miles, with ob-
vious drawbacks; but the easy voyage
from Europe to the same point {s about
300 nautical miles shorter,

And now our point of view ia falrly won.
The Panama Canal will not effect the required
ohange or improvement in American rela-
tions, political and commercial, with the
region east of the Andes and south of the
equator. It is easy for us to see now what
is oertain to happen in case the Orinoco
continental gateway can still be opened
or shut at Venezuela's caprice when this
year onds or the decade ends.

We see that one of the Powers across the
seas, absorbing the foreign trade of south-
eaatern communities in which ita language
is spoken and its national ocustoms and
domestic usages maintained, perhaps also
owning all the rellways, lending money for
all the publio improvements, teaching in
the schools, preaching in the colonial pul-
pits, writing nearly every word of the new

to which South | learning that the colonists read, will quite |
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oertalnly, quite eaally, Ly Insensible de-
grees, and never presenting & clear issuas
for valld objeotion by the United Statea,
aoquire a control which will in its effect be
equal to territorial aggrandizement.

If such European nation, in the intarests
of its children across the seas and with
due regard for the welfare and progress of
the world in general, shall propose to un-
dertake a work only less benefloent than
the great work on the Isthmus of Panama
—to open the heart of Bouth America to
olvilization by lmproving waterways, and
requiring, let us suppose, concessions from
Brazil and Paraguay similar to those which
we obtained from Panama—will the Govern-
ment of the people of the United Btates
forbld and preveant?! That is not to be
imagined.

But it is equally imposaible to assums that
our people will allow matters in all that part
of the world to drift along until the conclu-
slon just mentioned shall be foroed upon
them; until they will have to adiiit, eating
their own words, that the Monroe Dootrine
stops short at certain coast ranges and does
not extend to southeastern America.

The alternative is- the Orinooo.

MairrroNn Wnoox.

SUFFRAGE.
Its Exercise Im Colerade Defended hy a
Woman.

TO THE IDITOR OF THE SUN—Sir: Having been
borm and educated In Brooklyn, hut having llved
in Denver. Col., for ten years, [ foel somewhm
qualified to speak f woinarn suffrage as 1 found
1t theee.

Caroline F. Corhin'sletter to THE SUN 18 80 cley-
edy written that it will glve your readers & wrong
impression unless 1ts weakness I8 polnted out.

We may pass over the single cass of he cornip
tion of one woman, for, a8 that letler says, there
were two men involved tn It but 1 beg 10 dispute
the statement that the case points a deep moral,
An lsolated case of fenale dishonesty, when, alas!
we know of 0 many thousands of cases of men's
disbonesty In politics, 18 a sorry argument agalnst
woman suffrage. it ruay ba true that some women,
prriaps many, throughout the country feel no
drawing wward political dutles. Thls s partien
larly true In large clties—~notably so In the sections
of our country where woman suffrage does nog
exist—but among my host of acqualntances and
friends In Denver one only expressed Indifference,
and she always voted because, the suffrage having
been given to her, she feit It her duty to do so. In
deed, | notleed, at first with conslderable surprise,
that the best women of Denver went to the pols
conscientoualy,and still remalned As sweet, wonanly
home makers as thelr slsters In  anil suffragisy
States. That It may be known that I am f{ree from
prejudioe, permit me to say that [ have never been
a member of & woman's club, nor have 1 had any
political duty other than casting my ballot.

Probably Mrs. Corbin would be unable to defend
her statement In regard to Kaasas. Perhaps she
did not mean it to be taken lterally, but {f her
reference to that State 1a as misleading and unfalr
as the slur which follows It In regard to the state of
anarohy in Colorado, It would beiter have been
omitted, The lawlessness tn Colorado which Mrs,
Corbin thinks should bhave been prevepled, or
corrected, by the female volers, was wholly due to
an extreme conditlon of labor troubles and the
present uncertalnty following It

AS to the real cholee of the people for Governor,
It s due enulrely to the political mactinery, which
{s not controlled by the women. Surely any one,
even the most exireme advocate of woman suffrage,
would not clalm that the mere fact of women
voting would Immediately, or In a short thne,
wholly purlfy and change condlitlons or political
methods which have been In foree for many years
To quote Mrs. Corbin: “The Kernel of the wlole
slituation s, Does woman suffrage point a way 10
the highest and best evolution of the woman sou ™~
As far as | kpow, no woman suffragist ever clatimed
that It did. It is simply & question of rigit and
wrong. Should pot every woman tAxpaycr hiave
a voloe, It she wishes It, In the selectlon of those
whao will amalally act for her In executive affains?
Woman's soul Is certalnly not eramped nor s
growt turned backward by her luterest In affalis
of her clty, State or country. and she certalnly
has everied and Is sill exerting a powerful In-
fluegcs for good In the grave question conecernlng
a United States Senator from Urah, and this with-
out the loas of one womanly quallly or the holding
of any pollucal oMee.

Agaln quoting Mrs. Corbin: “Woman suffrage
has pot purified polities In Colorado.™ T am wid
on legal authority that Colorado Lins the most ad-
vanoed laws of any State In the Unlon for the care
and protection of the home and the chlldren, and
Judge Lindsey bas written: “These laws, In my
opinfon, would not ex!st at this time I It were not
for the powerful Influcpcs of woman suffrage.”
There is & feellng by some that the castiog ofa
vote by women gives w them a mannish taint or
takes from themn some of thelr fner qualities, bus
if others had the same opportunity to observe that
1 have had | think they would feel differently about
1t. May God bless the women of Colorado!

EAST ORANGR, Feb, 13, ANKIR T. Halsmy,

A Woman's Reply to A Woman Opponent.

TO THR EDITOR OF THR SUN--Sir: When 1 finlsh
reading one of Mrs. Corhin's letters agalnst woman
suffrage | feel as 1 do when my four-year-old leans
on my knee, and fixing his earncst eyes upon me,
asks, “Mother, why lsg't the moon made of green
cheese?”

There must be a simtlarity, too, In the views nf
real life held by the lady and the child.  We women
are sull o confine our efforts to the home, are wr,
Just as we have done for generatlons? And how
are we to do this successfully, when our water s
scanty and Impurs, our meat at famine prices,
our milk full of formaldehyde, our gas smoky. our
gowns rulned by spltting, our nerves racked by
“rapid transit,” the health of our collateral rela-
tives ruined by polson In thelr patent medicine,
our children {1l or dead of preventable dlsease, and
last, but not ieast, our money filched from us fo
an absurd and unconstitutional barge canal?

BROOXLYN, Feb. 14. M.W. S

Mrs, Corbin of Chloage Savs the ITast Word
Against Woman Sullrage.

To TR Eprror op THr SUX-—Sir:  Aslle from
the general fact that women and suifrage are bet-
ter kept apars, for the bhest good of both, the fol
lowing are a fow reasons why taxpaying womea
should not be given the ballot:

Because the property qualification for voters
bas been long ago eliminated from our Government,
and any return 1o It In this time when the dang: s
of plutocracy are not only serfous but are Lelng
used to Incite sedition and violenoce Is 1l tned aud
inexpedient,

Because the majority of women ownersof prop
erty have become possessed of It through gift or
Inheritanoe from the original male aoccumulators
~f 11, and not by the exsrciss of any business silll
or en.* .. 2e of thelrown. They are passive rather
than active property owners, and are thus the [rss
lable to be fAitted for tho aotlve dutles of ownership,
As a matter of tact, few of them do vots In thoss
corporations where the ownersuip of stocks glves
them that right.

Because mnuch of the property In the hands of
women has been placed thers by male relatiy
for the sake of those privileges and Immuulties
which the law allows to property 5o held. In mo
States women property owners have already mors
privileges than men, a fact which makes men willing
to place property In thelr hands, In wulch tucy
themselves hold all & voter's Interests,

HBecause the paramount dutles and Interests of
women lle In & higher sphere than that of the s
terial Intereats of life, and anything which terils
unnecessarily to divert thelr attentlon 1o the selfien
and material aspects of the business world
tracts Just so much from thelr possible usefu)
In that higher life whish has for ite alm the develop
ment and improvement of the morals of the ho!
and soclety, This disulnctlon s already too mu
lost sight of In our modern soclal conditions, wie
the eflort to place ruen and women on a so-cali d
“equality” has resaulted In the lowering of the
ideals of womanhood In & way that lnvolves groad
Joss to the higher Interests of soclety,

Beosuse the call for sufirage 18 by no means g=n-
eral on the part of taxpaying women, A large pro-
portion of them, when the question has been ralsed,
have enrolled themselves against 1t, while many
women Droperty owners are among the most ¢f
fective supporiers of the antleuirage aasocls
tlons. This country has aAlways erred on the sl
of & o liberal rather than & Wo restricted & !
frage, and every messure Igereasing this iihera
shotld be oarefully sorutinlacd, and only approve!
when welghty reasons can be adduced In 1t favor
No such reasons can be found for giving the bhalion
Lo taxpaying wo  en. CAROLINE F. CORBIN.

Caacaao, Feb. 12,
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Something Dolng.
From the Monument Enlerprise

This morning the sweet slumber of our peace
and quiet Lown was aroused by bhang. bang. Lang.
Jke the report of firearms, about 8 o'clock. indicat
Ing that & shooting affray was taking place 1a some
par of town.
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Developing & Reputation
From the Cynthiana lirmacret
Lexington is developing & reputaiion as tae
bangingest town o Bestudy.

o




